Rheumatic manifestations of parasitic diseases.
To consolidate the spectrum and frequency of parasite-related rheumatic syndromes, which have largely been regarded as exceedingly rare by the general medicine, infectious disease, and rheumatology literature. A MEDLINE search was performed for articles on rheumatic syndromes related to parasitic infections published from 1966 through December 2000. Identified articles included clinical and epidemiologic studies describing cases of rheumatic syndromes associated with verified parasitic infection. Rheumatologic syndromes, including inflammatory arthritis, inflammatory myositis, and vasculitis, have been described among multiple different parasite infections of all parasitic divisions, including Protozoa, Nematoda, and Platyhelminthes. Individual parasitic divisions are often associated with particular rheumatic syndromes, such as reactive arthritis and spondyloarthropathy, inflammatory or infectious myositis, and reactive or parainfectious vasculitis. Parasitic infection may underlie the clinical presentation of some rheumatic conditions. Given the continued and growing number of patients at risk for parasitosis by virtue of their country of origin, travel habits, and an immunocompromised state, potential parasitosis must be considered in patients undergoing evaluation for rheumatic complaints.